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Elderly Asian American Statistics at a Glance
Population
2000 Alone or in-Combination Population in New York City 63,312

     Queens (as a Percentage of NYC Population) 28,483 (45%)

     Manhattan 15,804 (25%)

     Brooklyn 14,335 (23%)

     Bronx 2,791 (4%)

     Staten Island 1,899 (3%)

1990 Population 33,214

Population Growth From 1990 to 2000 91%

Immigration

Foreign-Born Population 58,740

Foreign-Born Percentage of Total Population 94%

Educational Attainment

Number of Adults Without a High School Diploma 36,916

Percentage of Adults Without a High School Diploma 59%

Limited English Proýciency (Speaks English ñWell,ò 
ñNot Wellò or ñNot at Allò)
Number of Individuals With LEP 45,831

Percentage of Population With LEP 73%

Income

Mean Per Capita Income $17,261

Mean Household Income $42,932

Mean Family Income $50,556

Poverty

Number of Individuals Living in Poverty 14,803

Percentage of Population Living in Poverty 24%

Housing Types

Number of Elder Households as Renting 30,865 (54%)

Number of Elder Households as Owning 26,604 (46%)

Household Types

Men Living in Married-Couple Households 19,938 (35%)

Men Living Alone 1,942 (3%)

Women in Married-Couple Households 18,947 (33%)

Women Living Alone 5,632 (10%)

Introduction
This proýle outlines characteristics and trends in 
New York Cityôs growing Asian American elderly 
population, based on an analysis of 2000 and 
1990 U.S. census data.1  It presents statistics on 
population growth, composition and distribution, 
as well as immigration, education, English ability, 
income, poverty and housing.  Comparisons with the 
cityôs total Asian and elderly populations2 provide 
perspective.3

The census analysis points to major differences 
between New York Cityôs Asian elderly population and 
the cityôs overall Asian and elderly populations.  The 
growth of the Asian senior-citizen population from 
1990 to 2000 outpaced that of both other populations.  
In addition, as of Census 2000, socioeconomic 
indicators, such as educational attainment, Limited 
English Proýciency and income measurements, were 
signiýcantly lower for elderly Asians than for either 
comparison group.  

Population 
The New York metropolitan area had the third-largest 
Asian elderly population4 in a major U.S. metropolitan 
area: 100,253.  

From 1990 to 2000, the Asian senior population in 
New York City grew from 33,214 to 63,312 ï an 
increase of 91 percent.  This growth rate exceeded 
a 71 percent increase in the cityôs overall Asian 
population5 and contrasted with a 2 percent decrease in 
the total number of elderly New Yorkers.  

Of elderly Asians, 40,183 (or 63 percent of this 
population) were 65 to 74 years old, while the 
remaining 23,129 (37 percent) were 75 or older.  
Among all New York City seniors, 53 percent were 
65 to 74 years old.  Based on ñAsian Alone or in-
Combinationò data, the ýve largest Asian elderly 
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Almost 3 out of 4 Asian seniors 
had limited English ability, 

according to the 2000 Census.

2 3

groups in New York City in 2000 were Chinese6 
(39,060), Indian (8,401), Korean (6,043), Filipino 
(4,528), and Japanese (1,232).7  The ýrst four of these 
groups and their order were the same as for Asian New 
Yorkers as a whole.  However, within the cityôs total 
Asian population, Pakistanis were the ýfth-largest 
ethnic population and Japanese were the seventh-
largest group.

The gender distribution in New York Cityôs Asian 
senior population was about the same in 1990 and 
2000.  In 1990, women comprised 54 percent (or 
18,055) of the population and men made up the 
remaining 46 percent (15,159).  In 2000, the gender 
split was 55 percent women (35,033) and 45 percent 
men (28,279).  Women accounted for 54 percent of 
Asians 65 to 74 years old, as well as 58 percent of 
Asians age 75 or older, in 2000.  By comparison, 
among all elderly New Yorkers, 58 percent of those 
age 65 to 74 and 66 percent of those 75 or older were 
women.

In 2000, the largest percentage of Asian seniors (45 
percent, or 28,483) lived in Queens, followed by 
Manhattan (25 percent, or 15,804); Brooklyn (23 
percent, or 14,335); the Bronx (4 percent, or 2,791); 
and Staten Island (3 percent, or 1,899).  Meanwhile, 
50 percent of the cityôs total Asian population lived 
in Queens, followed by Brooklyn (24 percent), 
Manhattan (18 percent), the Bronx (5 percent), and 
Staten Island (3 percent).  The distribution of the 
overall senior population in the city was 30 percent 
in Queens, 30 percent in Brooklyn, 20 percent in 
Manhattan, 14 percent in the Bronx, and 5 percent in 
Staten Island.  

Immigration
In 2000, the vast majority (94 percent, or 58,740) of 
elderly Asians in New York City were immigrantsï   
surpassing 76 percent of all Asian New Yorkers and 
37 percent of all elderly New Yorkers.  More than half 
(54 percent) of elderly Asian immigrants had arrived 
in the United States in the last 20 years, contributing 
to recent population growth.  Speciýcally, 21 percent 

(12,643) entered this country from 1990 to March 
2000; 33 percent (19,615) immigrated from 1980 to 
1989; and 46 percent (27,159) arrived before 1980.

Educational Attainment
Elderly Asians had very low educational attainment 
as measured in Census 2000.  At the low end of the 
educational spectrum, more than half (59 percent, or 
36,916) did not have a high school diploma, compared 
with 30 percent of all Asian adults in the city and 
43 percent of all elderly New Yorkers.8  In addition, 
45 percent (28,297) of elderly Asians had less than 
a ninth-grade education ï more than double the 20 
percent rate for all Asian adults and far exceeding 
24 percent for all elderly city residents.  At the high 
end of the educational scale, 20 percent (12,548) of 
elderly Asians had a college degree, compared with 
40 percent of all Asian adults and 18 percent of the 
general elderly population in the city.

Education levels were lower among Asians age 
75 or older.  In this category, 65 percent (14,183) 
of individuals had not ýnished high school and 53 
percent (11,493) had not completed ninth grade.  
Sixteen percent of Asians in this age group had a 
college degree.  By comparison, among all city 
residents age 75 or older, 46 percent did not have a 
high school diploma, 27 percent had less than a ninth-
grade education, and 15 percent had a college degree. 

English Ability 
Limited English Proýciency (LEP) was a major issue 
for New York Cityôs elderly Asian population as of the 
2000 census.9  Nearly three-quarters (73 percent, or 
45,831) of Asian seniors spoke English ñwell,ò ñnot 
wellò or ñnot at all,ò compared with 49 percent of all 
Asian adults  and 27 percent of all seniors city-wide.  
Almost half (49 percent) of elderly Asians lived in 
a linguistically isolated household, compared with 
35 percent of all Asian adults and 18 percent of the 
overall senior population in the city.10

Income
Elderly Asians had lower income than New York 
Cityôs overall Asian and elderly populations, according 
to Census 2000 measurements.  

Mean per capita income for the entire Asian senior 
population was $17,261ï less than half of the 
comparable ýgure of $37,524 for all Asians and well 








